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Claim 

1. An automatic focusing device comprising: 

display means for displaying an object image on a screen; 

switch means which are fixed and provided to each of a plurality of 
divided areas, the divided areas being divided from a screen which is 
displayed on said display means; 

detecting means for detecting an on-off state of said switch means* 

focus detecting and area selecting means for selecting a size of a 
focus detecting area of an object image, which is either a standard area 
corresponding to a normal recorded image shown on said display means, or 
an area smaller than the standard area; 

means for enlarging a first divided area selected by a first selecting 
operation with said switch means when a smaller area than said standard 
area is selected by said focus detecting and area selecting means; and 

focus detecting means for detecting a focus state based on the 
object information corresponding to a second divided area when said 
divided area is selected from said first enlarged divided area by a second 
selecting operation with said switch means. 

Brief Description of th e Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram which shows an embodiment of a still video 
camera to which an automatic focusing device of the present invention is 
applied. 

Fig. 2 is a section view which shows the constitution of a transparent panel 
switch in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 (A) is a view which shows one example of the electric wiring of the 



transparent panel swtich. 

Fig. 3 (B) is a time chart for input/output signals of the transparent panel 
switch. 

Fig. 4 is a schematic view of the appearance of the still video camera to 
which the present invention is applied. 

Fig. 5 (A) is a front view which shows a state where a focus area is 
selected and displayed wherein a screen of a liquid crystal display part is in 
a normal display. 

Fig. 5 (B) is a front view which shows a state where a focus area is 
selected and displayed wherein a screen of a liquid crystal display part is in 
an enlarge display. 

Fig. 6 is a flow chart to explain an autonatic focusing operation oi^the 
embodiment shown in Fig. 1. 

Brief Description of the Reference Numbers 

20... CPU (detecting means, focus detecting means) 
22... transparent panel switch (switch means) 
22a... focus area selection switch (switch means) 
23... liquid crystal display part (display means) 
SW 2 , SW 3 ... switch (selecting means) 
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